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State-Level Teej Utsav
2024: A Celebration of Unity
and Empowerment

PAKYONG, 09 SEPT
(IPR): Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang at-
tended the State Level
Teej Utsav 2024 held
at Saramsa Garden, Ra-
nipool on 08 Sept, 2024.

The celebration was
also graced by Krishna

Rai cum Chief Patron for
the State Level Teej Cele-
bration, Speaker Sikkim
Legislative Assembly
(SLA), Deputy Speaker
SLA, Cabinet Ministers,
MLAs-cum-Advisors, Zil-
la Adhakshyas and

turn to pg5

S|I(I(|m ans rc Imvcotts
SFA A Div league alleging
noor refereeing and
inept administration

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:
ikkim Boys Foot-
ball Club on Monday
announced that it was
boycotting the ongoing
Sikkim Football Associa-
tion ‘A’ Division S-League
2024-25 in  protest
against what it sees as
poor refereeing and un-
satisfying administrative
response from SFA.

The club explained
today that this drastic
decision was taken after
it was at the receiving
end of a poor decision by
the referee in its match
against Howlers Football
Club, Singtam, here at
Paljor Stadium yesterday.

Announcing the
club’s decision at a press
conference here this
morning, Sikkim Boys
FC president Pushpa

Gurung and coach Ka-
mal Bagdas alleged that
the match suffered from
poor refereeing right
from the start and the
final straw was when the
referee ignored a foul
signaled by the linesman
and allowed a goal by the
opponents.

He added that match
officialsignored attempts
to correct the mistakes
despite protests by the
club members. Instead,
notices were sent to
some club members later
in the evening for pro-
testing.

“After discussing with
our players and coach,
the club decided to dis-
continue playing the
match to register its pro-
test against the poor ref-

ereeing throughout the
turn to pg3

Multi stakeholders consultatlon gets underway on
youth mental health and suicide prevention

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

Multi Stakehold-

ers Consultation
on Youth Mental Health
& Suicide Prevention
was inaugurated by the
Minister Tourism & Civ-
il Aviation Department,
TT Bhutia, here at Chin-
tan Bhawan today. The
three-day event is being
organized by the Health
& Family Welfare Depart-
ment under the Sikkim
INSPIRES in collabora-
tion with the Centre for
Mental Health Law & Pol-
icy, Indian Law Society,
Pune.

Sikkim INSPIRES [In-
tegrated Services Provi-
sion and Innovation for
Reviving Economies] is
a social sustainability
and economic inclusion
program of the Govern-
ment of Sikkim anchored
under the Planning & De-
velopment Department.

It aims to focus on
collaboration and capac-
ity-building across di-
verse sectors, strengthen
the system for growth,
women and youth em-

and deliver
enabling services, in-
cluding mental health
and suicide prevention
support.

The main objective
of this multi-stakehold-
er consultation is to
have a comprehensive
consultation and collab-
orative and collective
effort with leaders and
officials of the govern-
ment, individual experts,
organizational-level ex-
perts, NGOs, Civil Society,
Youth, media and other
networks that are rele-
vant to mental health and

ployment,

suicide prevention in Sik-
kim to understand Sik-
kim’s mental health land-
scape, discuss potential
intervention areas and
collaboration and iden-
tify short, intermediate
and long term outcomes
and activities.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the Minister, who
was present as the chief
guest of the inaugural
session, underlined that
Sikkim INSPIRES was an
important collaborative
and  multi-disciplinary
approach to address the
pertaining issue of men-

tal health and suicide
prevention.

While expressing his
concern over the issues
of suicide and substance
abuse, especially among
the young, he asserted
that every individual and
organization working on
these pertinent issues
need to sit together, dis-
cuss and deliberate on
the challenges and focus
areas to bring out solu-
tions.

He expressed hope
that this multi-stakehold-
er consultation would
definitely help flesh out

the future approach of
the State on these issues.

The Minister stressed
that educational institu-
tions can also play an im-
portant role in creating
mass awareness among
the youth on the issue
of mental health. He also
expressed hope that Sik-
kim INSPIRE would also
help Sikkim to change
the picture of Sikkim on
these pertaining issues.
He stated that every con-
cern needs to work to-
gether in Sikkim INSPIRE
in a good planning and
coordination to bring out
better results.

Earlier, the Chief Sec-
retary VB Pathak stated
that although Sikkim
holds good record and
name literacy, economy
and other areas in the
country but the State
needs the critical dis-
course on mental health
wellbeing and suicide
to bring out future ap-
proach to curb these is-
sues. He mentioned that
Sikkim government has
taken robust measures
like the Sikkim INSPIRE

and other serious initia-
tives at different levels
for mental health well-
being. He added that the
government has also
works in promoting dif-
ferent life skills among
students and launched
deaddiction programme.
He said Sikkim needs
tailored intervention so
this event can play an
important role to build
emotional resilience in
Sikkim.

Director Centre for
Mental Health Law and
Policy Pune Dr Soumi-
tra Pathare appreciated
the focus of the Sikkim
INSPIRE initiative of
Sikkim on mental health
and congratulated for
this initiative for the pro-
gressive understanding
on the important issue.
He also gave a brief over-
view of the centre and its
vision and mission and
its different initiatives
and activities.

The CMHP has pro-
vided technical assis-
tance to the Ministry of
Health and Family
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Sikkim partners w1th Natlonal Institute of Des1g;n to boost Creatlve Economy

GANGTOK, 09 SEPT [IPR]: In a
significant move to strength-
en Sikkim’s creative economy,
the Department of Commerce
and Industries, Government of
Sikkim, has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
with the prestigious Nation-
al Institute of Design (NID),
Ahmedabad.

This collaboration is part
of the World Bank-supported
Sikkim INSPIRES Programme
which aims to enhance connec-
tivity, improve market access,
provide essential spaces, and
foster skills development and
innovation in the region. The
programme will particularly
focus on creating opportuni-
ties for women and youth in
Sikkim. This partnership aims
to elevate the state’s creative
economy through design inter-
ventions, fostering innovation,
cultural expression, and eco-
nomic development.

The signing event, held at
the conference hall of Com-
merce and Industries Depart-
ment in Tadong today, was at-
tended by Tshering Thendup
Bhutia, Minister of Commerce
& Industries and Tourism &
Civil Aviation Departments,
Karma R Bonpo, Secretary,

Commerce and Industries De-
partment, Choden Gyatso, Ad-
ditional Secretary cum Direc-
tor, Commerce and Industries
Department, M Ravi Kumar,
Director, MSME Division, Top-
den O Zangpo, Joint Secretary,
MSME Division and Gopal K
Chettri, Joint Secretary, Admin-
istration Section & Industries
Division. Joining virtually from
NID, Ahmedabad were Praveen
Nahar, Director, NID, and his
colleagues.

Speaking at the event, Min-
ister Tshering Thendup Bhutia
highlighted the rich cultur-
al heritage of Sikkim, known
for its traditional arts such

as ‘Thangka’ painting, carpet
weaving, wood carving, and
handloom weaving. These
sectors, though integral to Sik-
kim's cultural identity, remain
largely unorganised, limiting
their economic potential.

"With its unique cultural
and natural resources, Sikkim
is well-positioned to harness
the power of design to unlock
new economic opportunities,”
he said.

The Minister emphasised
the need for strong social and
digital infrastructure. He add-
ed that under the leadership
of Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang, the state government

is working towards develop-
ing suitable infrastructure and
collaborating with industry ex-
perts to create a robust digital
ecosystem.

"This MoU with NID is a tes-
tament to our commitment to
unlocking the full potential of
Sikkim's creative sector. By inte-
grating design with our tradition-
al crafts, culture, and heritage, we
are taking a step towards build-
ing a sustainable and thriving
economy,” he added.

Mr Bonpo, Secretary, Com-
merce and Industries Depart-
ment, remarked that the sign-
ing of the MoU marks a signif-
icant milestone for Sikkim. He

recalled that this partnership
stems from the visit of Union
Minister of Commerce and In-
dustries, Mr Piyush Goyal, to
Sikkim in 2023, where the need
for establishing an NID institute
in the state was discussed.

“Following that visit, the
Government of Sikkim and NID
jointly developed an action
plan for promoting design in
Sikkim, with the goal of creat-
ing a strategic roadmap for the
state’s creative economy," Mr
Bonpo said.

He also outlined plans for
design interventions in Sik-
kim’s handloom and crafts
sectors, adding that the state
aims to produce a large pool
of creative and design profes-
sionals to promote the design
industry.

"This partnership with NID
will not only drive economic
and industrial development
but also provide opportunities
for local talents through edu-
cation, skill development, and
capacity building. We are also
working towards organising
the Sikkim Creative Summit or
Sikkim Design Summit to fos-
ter design thinking across var-
ious sectors,” Mr Bonpo added.
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Groommg excellence at Namchi Sports Hostel

NamcHi, 09 SEPT [IPR]: In a sig-
nificant development supported
by the Government of Sikkim, the
Sports Hostel in Namchi is cur-
rently home to 30 promising un-
der-14 athletes from across the
state. These students, hailing from
less privileged backgrounds, ben-
efit from comprehensive facilities
that include educational resourc-

their skills across various sports
disciplines. The programme in-
volves rigorous training sessions,
selection trials, and fitness assess-
ments designed to maximise each
student’s potential.

Among the hostel's standout
performers is 11-year-old Mohit
Limbu, who recently joined Ma-
dras FC’s under-13 team. Addition-

skills of these talented individuals.

Several other students have
also secured places with renowned
sports development organisations
and centres of excellence, includ-
ing the Reliance Youth Foundation
and Bengaluru FC, further high-
lighting the success of the pro-
gramme and its potential to shape
future sports stars.

This initiative underscores the
Government of Sikkim’s commit-
ment to fostering young sporting
talent and providing them with the
tools needed to achieve excellence
in their chosen fields.

es, sports equipment, and expert
coaching.

Under the guidance of coaches
Amos Subba and Mayal Lepcha,
the young athletes receive spe-
cialised training aimed at honing

ally, Arnold Dural and Alphan Lep-
cha have been recruited by Round
Glass Punjab FC (Mohali) for their
residential academy.

Coach Amos Subba has played
a pivotal role in developing the
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OF epedition team
studies more lakes

GANGTOK, 09  SEPT
[IPR]: Three groups
from the GLOF Expedi-
tion Team visited Khang-
chung Tsho, Lachung
Khangtsa, La Tsho and
Shako Chho Lakes.
During their visit, one
group tried to study the
discharge of Khangchung

Tsho lake, but heavy
snowfall prevented the
study:.

While a volume as-
sessment for hazard mit-
igation survey of Lachung
Khangtsa lake and La Tsho
lake, which was made by
another group was com-
pleted successfully.

And a third group
trekked to Shako Chho

lake for a detailed
sub-surface study.
All the four glacial

lakes are located at
18000 feet.

Earlier, two groups
visited Muguthang
in Lhonak wvalley and
Lachen Khangste Lake.

During their visit, the
groups assessed the im-
pact of the glacial flood in
Muguthang and made a
preliminary assessment
of Khangste Lake.

While the other team
members compiled the
data collected from var-
ious studies and a pre-
sentation was held in the
evening at Thangu Guest
House.

GANGTOK, 09  SEPT
[IPR]: Tushar G Nikhare,
District Collector, Gang-
tok, chaired the District
Level Consultative Com-
mittee (DLCC) meeting
for the quarter ended
June 2024 under Gang-
tok district at the Con-
ference Hall of the DAC,
Gangtok, today.

The meeting aimed
to review the first quar-
ter's performance un-
der the Annual Credit
Plan 2024-25 and dis-
cuss the performance
of various banks under
the Priority sector and
government-sponsored
schemes in the district.

The meeting had the
presence of key officials,
including Sisum Wangc-
huk Bhutia, ADC, Gang-
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tok, GL Meena, SDM (Hq)
Gangtok, Sandeep Ku-
mar, Assistant Collector,
DAC Gangtok, Mewang K
Lowang, AGM NABARD,
Rahul Verma, Manager
Reserve Bank of India
(Gangtok), Addition-
al Gadadhar Ray, Chief
Manager, SLBC, Kollal
Bhattacharya, Chief Man-
ager-Lead Bank-Gangtok,

Fairymit Lepcha, Official
SLBC (Gangtok) and re-
gional heads & Branch
heads of commercial,
private, and coopera-
tive banks attended the
meeting.

The primary objective
was to review the Annual
Credit Plan for 2024-25,
focusing on the progress
in Agriculture, Priority,

Non-Priority sector and
government-sponsored
schemes.

District Collector
thoroughly examined
the strategies employed
by the banks to achieve
their targets. Discussions
included priority sector
performance, rejected
cases of government
schemes, and obstacles

faced by the Banks in
schemes such as the PM
Employment Generation
Programme, sponsored
by the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
(KVIC), Khadi & Village
Industry Boards (KVIB),
and District Industry
Centres (DIC).

Further, he provided
valuable suggestions to
ensure the inclusion of
citizens from all walks of
life in these schemes. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of prioritizing ap-
plicants for small-ticket
loans and underscored
the significance of sup-
porting small-scale indus-
tries. He urged bankers to
come forward and serve
the people of Sikkim.

The District Collector

further appealed to bank-
ers to reward citizens
who repay their loans
on time, promoting this
virtuous behaviour. In
his concluding remarks,
he anticipated that bank-
ers would educate and
reach out to citizens to
maximize the benefits of
government-sponsored
schemes.

In an interactive ses-
sion, Mr Nikhare sug-
gested that banks should
come forward and active-
ly do CSR activities for
the overall development
of the State.

The meeting conclud-
ed on a positive note,
with a shared commit-
ment by the banks to im-
prove their performance

in future quarters.

Sikkim’s Envis hub
adjudged Best State EIACP
Centre in North-East

DELHI, 09 SEPT: For-
est and Environment
Department’s Sikkim
EIACP  (Environmental
Information, Awareness,
Capacity building and
livelihood Program) (for-
merly ENVIS) Hub has
been conferred as the
Best State EIACP Centre
in the North-East Zone
in the Regional category
awards by the Ministry
of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Government
of India during the All-In-
dia EIACP Coordinator's
Meet held at New Delhi
on 07 Sept, 2024.

EIACP is a pan India
scheme. The award con-
taining medallion and
certificate was presented
by MoEF&CC to State For-
est and Environment De-
partment represented by

Joint Director cum EIACP
Coordinator, Kusum Gu-
rung and Sr Programme
Officer, Rajen Pradhan.

The award is a tes-
timony of concerted ef-
forts of the Government
of Sikkim and Forest
and Environment De-
partment in promot-
ing sustainable lifestyle
through green skilling
of unemployed youths,
school dropouts etc on
livelihood generation
activities such as bee-
keeping, bamboo crafts,
solar energy systems and
forest fire management.
Sikkim EIACP Hub also
hosts the country first
EIACP Green Skilling
Marketing Outlet at Deo-
rali near GMC to market
the products of over 400
green skilled candidates
enrolled so far.

Nasha Mukth Bharat Abhiyan in Pakyong District

PAKYONG, 09 SEPT [IPR]: Dis-
trict Collector Pakyong, Aga-
wane Rohan Ramesh convened
a meeting to educate the stu-
dents on Nasha Mukth Bharat
Abhiyan, under the aegis of
Aatma Nirbhar Sikkim, at the
conference hall of the District
Administrative Centre, Pakyo-
ng today.

Aatma Nirbhar Sikkim is an
initiative proposed to inculcate
entrepreneurship skills among
the students and youth of Sik-
kim.

During the meeting, DC Pa-
kyong briefed the students on
the activity under the Aatma
Nirbhar Sikkim, which will be
held in the form of a three-day
inter-school food stall com-
petition among twelve Senior

Secondary Schools of Pakyong
District from 26 to 28 Sept,
2024, in their preferred areas,
with each team having 10 stu-
dents and 2 nodal teachers for
guidance.

He then informed that the
preparation of the competition
will be done only by the stu-

dents, while the teachers will
provide only necessary guid-
ance to them. He also added
that the judgement of competi-
tion shall be based on the total
profit earned at the end of the
third day.

Additionally, he stressed
the need to prioritise hygiene

and sanitation in the surround-
ings of the area and touched
upon various topics, including
rules & regulations, penalty
imposition, and timings.

The activity would aim at
enhancing the students' ac-
counting and logistics skills,
while urging all the teams to

compulsorily create awareness
on “Nasha Mukth Bharat Abhi-
yan” by performing drama,
nukkad natak, dance, music
and other modes of generating
awareness among people.

Furthermore, he suggested
that the profits earned by the
team in this competition could
be utilised in creating an En-
trepreneurship Club, further
helping them to enhance their
entrepreneurship skills and
reinvest their profits accord-
ingly.

The day also witnessed an
open house discussion where-
in the queries of the students
were addressed.

Also present during the
meeting were JD Education, SD
Bhutia, teachers and students.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA

Aakraman and Brotherhood
play out a draw, Himalayan FC and

MANGAN, 09 SEPT:
In compliance of the
order of the Supreme
Court in the matter ""MA
No 94/2022 in SMW(c)
No.6/2020 titled as
"re-Problems and Miser-
ies of Migrant Labourers"
Food & Civil Supplies
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, Mangan
District completes the
verification of the list of
1691 registrants of the

e-SHRAM Portal and has

started issuing Ration
Cards to the Migrant La-

bourers of Sikkim un-
der OPH (Other Priority
Household) category.

A thorough verifica-
tion of every migrant reg-
istrant of the e-SHRAM
Portal was conducted for
their eligibility for issue
of the Ration Card.

The Ration Cards were
handed over to the Mi-
grants Labourers by the
District Collector Mangan
District, Anant Jain in pres-
ence of the DCSO Mangan,
Palden N Lachungpa, Food
& Civil Supplies Depart

..turn Pg3

Sikkim partners with National Institute of Design...

Contd from pg1

Mr Praveen Nahar, Direc-
tor, NID, while giving a
brief presentation on var-
ious aspects of the MoU
signed between the state
government and NID,
Ahmedabad, said, "This
MoU marks a significant
milestone in NID's mis-
sion to extend beyond
traditional boundaries. By
integrating design-led ini-
tiatives in Sikkim, we aim
to foster a vibrant econ-
omy that leverages local

talents and resources. Our
goal is to bring a contex-
tual approach to design
thinking that empowers
Sikkim's communities and
contributes to sustainable
economic growth."

Ms Choden Gyatso, Ad-
ditional Secretary-cum-Di-
rector, Commerce and
Industries  Department,
earlier in her introducto-
ry remarks, described the
MoU as a pivotal moment
in advancing Sikkim’s cre-
ative economy.

"As we collaborate
with one of the country’s
leading design institutes,
we are taking an import-
ant step towards leverag-
ing the power of design
and creativity for eco-
nomic growth. This part-
nership will open up new
opportunities for arti-
sans, entrepreneurs, and
local communities to suc-
ceed in a rapidly evolving
market," she said.

Adding to the discus-
sion, Mr Sonam Tashi

Gyaltsen, co-founder of
Echostream and an NID
Ahmedabad alumnus,
shared his excitement
about the partnership.
He highlighted the im-
pact that design has
had on his career and
expressed confidence
that this collaboration
will provide similar op-
portunities for Sikkim's
youth. His comments
were echoed by other
NID staff who expressed
their enthusiasm for the

collaboration and their
commitment to making
this initiative a success.

The vote of thanks
was proposed by Mr M
Ravi Kumar, Director,
MSME Division.

It may be mentioned
here, the three-year part-
nership between the Gov-
ernment of Sikkim and
NID will focus on a range
of initiatives, including
design entrepreneurship
programmes, interven-
tions in the craft and han-

dloom sectors, the Sikkim
Design Week, and academ-
ic collaborations such as
internships and research
projects. A launch event
for these activities will be
held in Gangtok soon.

Sang Mustang play a goal-fest

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT: Sikkim
Aakraman Sporting Club
and Sikkim Brotherhood
Football Club played out a
draw in the ongoing Sik-
kim Football Association A
Division S-League here at
Paljor Stadium on Monday.

Both teams launched
constant  attacks and
counter attacks but could
not find the net and the
first half ended goalless.
In the second half, Karma
Thendup scored for Sikkim
Brotherhood, and Sikkim
Aakraman’s Kintup La-
chungpa scored the equal-
iser in the dying moments
of the three minutes added
time of the match.

In the second match of
the day, Sikkim Police out-

played Kumar Sporting Foot-
ball Club 2-0 to pocket full
three points. Ananda Sunar
scored an early lead for Sik-
kim Police and his teammate
Boxer Pradhan extended the
lead to 2-0 in the last min-
utes of the first half.

There will be no match-
es in the league on 10 and
11 September.

On Sunday, Gangtok
Himalayan Football Club
bounced back well in its
second match in the league
with a 7-3 win against Sang
Mustang Football Club. The
match also witnessed a
double hattrick, in which
Uttam Gurung contributed
four goals to Gangtok Hi-
malayan and Ongda Lep-
cha scored three goals for
Sang Mustang.

Multi stakeholders consultation gets underway on youth...

KUTSE SHEGU

“Blessed are the pure in heart,

Jor they shall see God.”

Contd from pg1

Welfare, Government of India,
in drafting India’s new Men-
tal Health Care Act 2017. Dr
Pathare was also a member of
the Mental Health Policy Group
appointed by the Government
of India to draft India’s first Na-
tional Mental Health Policy in
October 2014.

Additional Secretary, also
the Program Director Sikkim
INSPIRES Rohini Pradhan spoke
about the project and its objec-
tive and activities. The Sikkim
INSPIRES programme aims at a
multi-organisational, pan state
and pan economy approach. It
will spearhead projects along
with 9 State Departments i.e.
Commerce and Industries De-
partment, Tourism and Civil
Aviation Department, Skill De-
velopment Department, Depart-
ment of Information Technolo-
gy, Rural Development Depart-
ment, Forest and Environment
Department, Health and Family
Welfare Department, Women
and Child Development Depart-

ment and the Planning and De-
velopment Department which
are anchoring the Sikkim IN-
SPIRES programme.

The inaugural session ended
with the presentation of vote of
thanks by Nodal Officer Sikkim IN-
SPIRES Dr Sonam Ongmu Lasopa.

The inaugural session was
followed by the technical ses-
sion of the event.

The second half of the pro-
gramme featured various dis-
cussions conducted by an illus-
trious list of panelists.

The 1st Expert Panel Discus-
sion revolved around the topic
“Drivers impacting youth men-
tal health and suicide preven-
tion.” Expert panelists included
Dr Rajesh Sagar, Professor of
Psychiatry, AIIMS Delhi, Ms Pre-
rna Chowdhary, Sr Consultant,
National Centre for Drug Abuse
Prevention, Professor Srividya
Iyer, Psychologist and Professor
at McGill University, Canada and
Dr Satish Rasaily, Senior Psy-
chiatrist, District Hospital Sing-
tam. The discussions revolved

around the stigma of drug abuse,
the impact of digital media, pre-
vention of suicide and problems
such as the minimal number of
healthcare workers and profes-
sionals in the field of health care
in the State.

The 2nd Expert Panel Discus-
sion delved into the topic of “Ad-
dressing institutional and policy
gaps for addressing youth men-
tal health and suicide preven-
tion.” Expert panelists included
Mrs Rohini Pradhan, Additional
Secretary cum Program Direc-
tor, Sikkim INSPIRES, Dr Anusha
Lama, Mission Director, National
Health Mission, H&FWD, Dr Kar-
ma Chaden Bhutia, Additional
Director (RKSK, RBSK, Disabili-
ty) and Dr M B Chettri, Commis-
sioner/ Disability, Women and
Child Development Department.
Pertinent issues that were dis-
cussed included departments
functioning as separate units,
budgeting, lack of care for care-
givers, political commitment to
a cause and strengthening reha-
bilitation services.

The 3rd Expert Panel Discus-
sion encompassed discussions
surrounding “good practices and
strategies for addressing youth
mental health and suicide pre-
vention.” The panel of experts
were Mr Deepak Kumar, Director,
National Technical Consultant,
Adolescent & Child Health, Min-
istry of Health & Family Welfare,
Ms Rinzing Bhutia, State Rep-
resentative, UNICEF, Dr Rajani
Parthasarathy, Deputy Director
(Mental Health), Government of
Karnataka and Dr Nilesh Desh-
pande, National Program Spe-
cialist, UNPF.

The latter part of the pro-
gramme featured brainstorm-
ing sessions with the audience
on topics such as “identifying
priority areas for youth men-
tal health and suicide preven-
tion in Sikkim” and “developing
stakeholder collaborations and
partnerships for interventions
on youth mental health suicide
prevention in Sikkim.”

[with inputs from IPR
Deptt press release]

To all thase - extended family members, friends, relatves and
well-wishers - who stood with us during our time of grief and
bereavement, we are tnily grateful and deeply indebiod.

The 49th Day Kutse Shegu shapten/puja of our beloved
son/brother, Tashi Rabden Namgyal Kazi, who passed away at
our residence [n Gangiok on July 27, 2024, falls on Friday
(Tse Chu), September 13th, 2024,

Eindly join us as we gather [or prayer & puja for the departed
soul on this day at Hotel Deongkar Residency, Nam Nang
1oad, Gangtok, Sikkim.

Jigme M. Kazi (Father) 94346 30097

Tsering (Mather) 81598 56566

Sisters: Yangchen, Sonam & Kunga - 97178 67544, BE2T2
08058, B9429 65505
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TSHARANLA SHANGDERPA

ivestock rearing and organic
Lfarming have been integral

parts of Sikkim’s agricultural
development. Along with the suc-
cess, several concerns arise as to
the proper and humane treatment
of animals in the state. Several
parts of Sikkim, especially the re-
mote areas, have rugged terrains
which are levelled by the draft an-
imals like bulls. Continuous use of
these animals without proper care
can lead to fatigue, injuries and
malnutrition. Moreover, in small-
scale dairy farming practices that
are common in the state, issues like
poor nutrition for animals, lack of
clean water, and inadequate shel-
ter persist. Also, in remote areas,
access to veterinary services is lim-
ited, leading to untreated diseases
and poor animal health.

To combat these issues moving
forward, this article will help pro-
vide an insight on the importance
of animal welfare and its benefits
on ethical farming. Efforts to im-
prove animal welfare and ethical
farming in Sikkim should focus
on increasing education about
sustainable farming practices, im-

proving access to veterinary care,
and ensuring that both farm ani-
mals and wildlife are treated eth-
ically as part of the state's overall
commitment to environmental
sustainability. As the global food
industry evolves, the spotlight is
increasingly focused on how farm
animals are treated.

Animal welfare is no longer a
peripheral concern-it is central
to the future of farming. Ethical
farming practices, which priori-
tise the well-being of livestock, are
not only essential for the humane
treatment of animals, but also of-
fer tangible benefits for farmers,
including enhanced productivity
and greater market appeal.

Why Does Animal Welfare
Matter?

At its core, animal welfare is
about ensuring that farm animals
are brought up in conditions that
meet their physical and psycho-
logical needs. This means provid-
ing ample space, clean water, nu-
tritious food, and access to veteri-
nary care. Additionally, it involves
creating environments where
animals can engage in natural
behaviours like cows grazing in
pastures, chickens roaming freely,

and pigs rooting in the soil. Re-
search has shown that when ani-
mals are raised in environments
that prioritise their well-being,
they tend to be healthier and more
productive. For instance, cows
that are allowed to graze freely
often produce more milk of higher
quality. Similarly, chickens raised
in humane conditions are less
prone to disease, leading to better
egg production. In
essence, when an-
imals thrive, farms
do too.

Provides veterinary care, pro-
motes ethical livestock farming,
and offers health services to farm
animals. The Elements of Ethical
Farming Ethical farming goes be-
yond the basic care of animals-it
encompasses a holistic approach
to farming that considers the im-
pact on the environment, society,
and the animals themselves.

Few key components of ethical
farming include:
1. Humane Han-
dling: Ethical

In Sikkim, sev-

eral organisations focus on animal
health and ethical treatment:

1. People for Animals (PFA) Sik-
kim Chapter: Rescues animals,
runs shelters, conducts sterilisa-
tion/vaccination drives for stray
dogs, and advocates for animal
rights and cruelty prevention.

2. Sikkim Anti-Rabies and Ani-
mal Health (SARAH) Program: A
government-international  part-
nership that focuses on rabies
control, street dog vaccinations,
sterilisation, and public education
on humane treatment.

3. Animal Husbandry and Veter-
inary Services (Govt. of Sikkim):

farms avoid prac-
tices that cause
unnecessary stress or harm to
animals, such as overcrowding or
harsh handling during transport
and slaughter.

2. Pasture-Based Systems: Allow-
ing animals to graze and roam
freely in open spaces not only
improves their quality of life, but
also enhances the soil health and
biodiversity on the farm.

3. Organic and Natural Feeding:
Ethical farms often emphasise or-
ganic feed, avoid the use of antibi-
otics and synthetic hormones, and
ensure that animals have access to
a natural diet.

4. Respectful Slaughter: Adopt-

The Increasing Importance of Animal Welfare and Ethical Farming Practices

ing humane slaughter practices
is a key aspect of ethical farming,
ensuring that animals are treat-
ed with dignity throughout their
lives. Benefits for Farmers Adopt-
ing ethical farming practices not
only involves the right treatment
of animals, but it also brings about
significant advantages to farmers.
Healthier, less stressed animals
exhibit higher productivity, lead-
ing to better growth rates, higher
yields and thus, enhanced pro-
ductivity. Eg: Stress free pigs have
better efficiency and well treated
dairy cows produce more milk.
Another advantage for farmers
is that they can enter higher-val-
ue markets where customers are
willing to pay extra for labels like
‘Certified Humane’ and ‘Animal
Welfare Approved’. This growing
market will help farmers increase
their income.

Moreover, ethical farming
practices can enhance a farm’s
reputation. Farmers who prior-
itise animal welfare can build
strong relationships with cus-
tomers, retailers, and even animal
welfare organisations, leading to
greater business opportunities.
Overcoming Challenges Transi-

tioning to ethical farming practic-
es does require an investment of
time, money, and effort. Eg: Up-
grading facilities to provide more
space or implementing new feed-
ing systems can be costly.
Additionally, there may be a lot
to learn as farmers adapt to new
methods and technologies. How-
ever, the long-term benefits-both
ethical and economic-outweigh
these initial challenges. Ethical
farming practices can lead to more
resilient farm operations, better
relationships with consumers,
and a stronger market presence.
In conclusion, animal welfare
and ethical farming practices are no
longer just trends, they are becom-
ing standards by which modern
farms are judged. By adopting these
practices, farmers can not only im-
prove the lives of their animals but
also enhance their own livelihoods.
As consumer demand for ethically
produced food continues to rise,
those who embrace these practices
will be well-positioned to thrive in
the years to come.
(The writer is a 3rd
Year student of College of
Veterinary Sciences and Animal
Husbandry, Selesih, Mizoram)

Empowering local Yﬂlllll Bll‘ll Walﬂlllll!l guide Il'allllll!l inPakyong Ta

PAKYONG, 09  SEPT
(IPR): The Indian Hima-
laya Centre for Adventure
Eco Tourism (IHCAE),
Chemchey and Tourism
Department conducted
the first batch of Bird
Watching Guide Training
Level-I at Sumin Linzey
under Pakyong district.

The two-day field
visit training was jointly
organised by IHCAE and
Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion department under
SIKKIM INSPIRES Adven-
ture Skilling Programme
which commenced on 07
Sept, 2024.

A total of 29 local
youth was engaged in a
combination of theoret-
ical sessions, practical
workshops, and field ex-
ercises, gaining hands-on
experience and exposure.

An international bird
expert guide, Dr Peter
Lobo, an expert bird
guide, Chewang R Bonpo,

a Sikkimese bird guide,
Dibyandu Ash, an expert
bird guide, Suraj Khulal
and an expert bird guide,
Roshan Dhungel, served
as program resource per-
sons.

The field visit was led
by Joint Director Adven-
ture, Tourism, and Civil
Aviation Department,

Kazi Sherpa, accompa-
nied by Gram Panchayat
members, resource per-
sons officers from Tour-
ism Department, and
Senior Instructor from
IHCAE, Shanti Rai, Chem-
chey.

"The trained youth
will be able to start their
own venture as it has

many new opportuni-
ties," stated Joint Direc-
tor of Adventure, Kazi
Sherpa. In addition to
encouraging bird watch-
ing adventure tourism
and producing qualified
resource people who will
aid in the development of
the state, this bird-watch-
ing guide training.

He further said that
participants  will  be
trained by experts in the
field for the issuance of
registration and certified
Bird Watching Guide li-
censes, and Sikkim will
be the first state in India
to have a certified and
registered Bird Watching
Guide.

As the adventure
tourism sector continues
to thrive in Sikkim, Tour-
ism and Civil Aviation de-
partment remains com-
mitted to its mission to
nurture a skilled work-
force in the state. Youth
learnt about the area's
odonata (insects), birds,
fauna, and Dbutterflies
during the two-day field
visit instruction.

Participants took
notes on the birds they
observed. They also
learnt how to identify
butterflies and dragon-
flies.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:
ovt Senior

Secondary School,

Tadong, conferred the Puspawati
Guru Garema Samman 2024 on Jyoti
Lepcha in recognition of her “relent-
less service in providing support to the
school as a teacher with selfless hard

dong School confers Puspawati Guru
Garema Samman on Jyotl Lepcha

work, honesty, promptness and cre-
ativeness by assuring hope and incul-

cating the love of learning among learn-
ers,” a press release informs.
Tribhuwan Dhakal, PGT Nepali and
Monika Rai, TGT, recently felicitated by
Inner Wheel Club and ICFAI University re-
spectively, were also felicitated on the day.

Literacy Day in Aho Senti

PAKYONG, 09 SEPT [IPR]:
The Women and Child
Development Depart-
ment, Pakyong District ,
organised an awareness
program at Aho Senti
Secondary School, Pa-
kyong today to celebrate
“International  Literacy
Day."

The theme of the pro-
gram was “Promoting
multilingual education:
literacy for mutual un-
derstanding and peace.”
The program was under
“Beti Bachao, Beti Padao”
initiatives.

The event was graced
by the Headmaster of
Aho Senti Secondary
School, Isaac Lepcha, and
attended by students,
teachers and community
members.

Deputy Director cum
Social Welfare Officer,
Dikit Lepcha, in her ad-
dress, emphasised the
crucial role of education
in empowering girls and
building stronger com-
munities. She highlighted

the importance of ensur-
ing that every girl should
access quality education
for the progress of soci-
ety. She encouraged the
students to remain disci-
plined and hard-working
and strive for better in
order to contribute bet-
ter for society.

Kusum Sharma, Gen-
der Specialist of DHEW,
Pakyong District, focused
on the significance, histo-
ry and theme of “Interna-
tional Literacy Day”. She
emphasised that multi-
lingualism promotes cul-
tural tolerance and un-
derstanding of different
communities.

There was an inter-

active session to attend
to the queries of the stu-
dents.

Further, the depart-
ment also organised a
quiz competition on the
similar themes, which
engaged students in sim-
ilar activities, promoting
awareness about the im-
portance of literacy and
education.

The program was
concluded with a collec-
tive pledge by all the par-
ticipants to support the
“Beti Bachao, Beti Padao”
initiatives.

The department re-
ceived positive feedback
both from students and
teachers of the school.

Sikkim Karatekas mop
up 38 medals at KIO North
East Karate C’'ship

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT: The

Sikkim State Karate-Do
Association [SSKDA] team
clinched 38 medals at the
3rd KIO North East Karate
Championship held from
06 to 08 September in Gu-
wahati, Assam. The tally
includes 04 gold medals,
08 silver and 26 bronze
medals. The gold and silver
medalists have qualified
for the KIO Zonal National
Karate Championship.
Surakchya Rai, Mahima
Sharma, Pragya Chettri and
Muskan Tamang clinched
a gold medal each while
Manisha Rai won two sil-
ver medals and Lediya
Subba, Ishmorna Subba,
Tensung N Bhutia, Deetya
Pradhan, Zesura Tamang
and Bishal Bista bagged a

silver medal each.

The bronze medal-
lists are Manvika Chettri,
Jikmee Bhutia, Jenson A
Rai, Pemakim C Bhutia,
Pritika Timsina, Yangc-
hen Tamang, Anmol Dulal,
Yourmit Tamang, Shrawan
thapa, Hardik Chettri, Pra-
tik Bista, Atharv Chettri,
Anandita Rai, Somia Rai,
Deetya Pradhan, Sadvik
Singh, Binay Subba, Nang-
sel Tamang, Aayushna
Chettri, Bevin Sharma, Kin-
tee Majhi, Rikhila Bhutia,
Geyden Bhutia, Dewakar
Chettri and Drishana Rai.

The team was accom-
panied by Dinesh Rai, Bi-
nam Gurung, and Bimala
Tamang as team coaches
and Bishnu Rai as team
manager in the champion-
ship.

PAKYONG, 09 SEPT
[IPR]: Under the Chief
Minister Sikkim Sukum-
basi (Landless) Welfare
Scheme, an important
milestone has  been
achieved for the welfare
of the community where-
in five beneficiaries from
the Sumin Linzey Gram
Panchayat Unit (GPU),
under Namcheybung
constituency, have been
allocated land measur-
ing 40x60 feet (2400 sq
ft). This land has been
acquired by the govern-
ment for the express pur-
pose of aiding and uplift-
ing those in need within
our society.

This initiative is de-
signed specifically for
those who find them-
selves below the poverty
line, striving to enhance
their quality of life and
secure a better future
for themselves and their

families.

The meticulous doc-
umentation process was
carried out under the
guidance and assistance
of MLA Namcheybung,
Mr Raju Basnet. Addi-
tionally, the District Col-
lector of Pakyong has
also been overseeing this
significant development,
ensuring that everything
is executed in accordance
with the regulations set
forth by the government.

The official allotment
order to the property
were handed over to

beneficiaries today by
the Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate (SDM) Rangpo,
Mr Thendup Lepcha in
the presence of the ward
panchayat.

The names of the
beneficiaries are as fol-
lows: Dhan Raj Rai s/o
Lt. Garjaman Rai; Harka
Bahadur Rai s/o Lt. Gar-
jaman Rai; Man Prasad
Manger s/o Hasta Ba-
hadur Manger; Surjya
Bahadur Manger s/o Lt.
Dhan Bahadur Manger;
and Tilik Singh Rai s/o
Lt. Garjaman Rai.

Contd from pg2
ment, Government of Sik-
kim and other officials.
The District Collec-
tor congratulates all the
Migrant Labourers on
receipt the Ration Card.
The DCSO Mangan urged
them to lift their monthly
entitlement from the des-
ignated Fair Price Shops
on regular basis and avail
the benefits of the Food
Security Programme.

NSA School observes International Literacy Day

GANGTOK, 09 SEPT
(IPR): In adherence to
the core strategies of the
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(BBBP) initiative, the In-
ternational Literacy Day
2024 was celebrated at
NSA School under the
theme "Promoting Mul-
tilingual Literacy for Mu-
tual Understanding and
Peace, with a Focus
..turn Pgé6

Sikkim Boys FG hoycotts SFAA Divieague...

Contd from pg1
first half,” he said.

An SFA press communiqué issued
yesterday mentioned that “at the end-
ing moment of 1st half, Sikkim Boys’ FC
showed dissatisfaction on the decision
was given by referee and left playing
field immediately. Referee waited for
scheduled technical time & blew whis-
tle to declare the match ended. Accord-
ing to the norms when any team leaves
ground within scheduled time, auto-
matically team loses the match and op-
ponent team gets full three points”.

“We strongly condemn this one-sid-
ed story being painted by the SFA. The
SFA does not care to explain to the
media what actually transpired on the
ground. The SFA should realize that
local clubs who have invested a lot in
setting up teams and giving platforms

to the young talents are at the receiving
end of poor refereeing decisions in ev-

referees.

ery match” they said.

Mr Bagdas,
during the press conference, said the
SFA always stressed the need for qual-
ified and licensed coaches for the club
but it was also important for the SFA
to have qualified and experienced ref-
erees to avoid controversies or demor-
alise footballers.

He added that there were 56
matches scheduled for the ongoing A
Division league, and three of the six
matches played thus far have already
faced controversies over referee deci-
sions. He added that efforts and hard
work and training of players and the
club of years were going to vain due to
poor decisions and negligence of the

who got emotional
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Working Together to
Prevent Suicites

If only it was so simple.
But maybe it is

oday, 10 September is World Suicide Prevention
Day and this section returns to this frequently
visited theme again. As per the World Health
Organisation, as many as 8 lakh people commit suicide
every year [that’s one suicide every 40 seconds around
the world] and around 25-times more attempt suicide.

The numbers paint a scary picture and make this a
challenge requiring the world’s attention. Remember,
apartfromthe8,00,000liveslosttoavoidablereasons,
there are 2 crore others who have tied a noose for
themselves or attempted some other form of ending
their lives! If their triggers are left unattended, they
will be among the statistics of those who ‘successfully’
self-destructed in the coming years. They are also
clearly grappling with serious issues and even if those
around them do not notice (or choose to ignore) the
suicidal tendencies, they cannot be left untouched by
the deep trauma of such conditions. When one takes
this aspect also into consideration, then the impact
of suicides and suicidal tendencies multiplies many
times over because each victim and person at risk is
part of a family, belongs to a circle of friends, goes to
school, college or office and touches many lives on a
daily basis and no matter how consciously one tries
to camouflage the condition, it does get out and affect
others; and with every death to a suicide, everyone
associated with the person is hit by a sense of guilt
at not having intervened in time. Hence, as much
for the lives that can be saved through some timely
intervention as also to save those left behind from
wracking guilt, the theme for WSPD this year needs
to be taken to heart. World Suicide Prevention Day is
being observed across the world today reflecting the
sentiment - ‘Working together to prevent suicide.’

What is being underlined through this theme
is our collective responsibility as a community to
look out for those struggling with suicidal thoughts,
notice their condition and engage with them in a non-
judgmental way, hear them out, offer sound counsel if
we can and help them access professional assistance.
Suicide is a vexed problem facing Sikkim which
is why more people here need to spare a minute to
muster the resolve to get engaged. Studies across the
world have borne out that most times, all that it takes
to pull a person back from the brink is a gentle word
of support, even a gesture conveying that they need
not suffer in isolation.

This section has spoken often about how Sikkim is
seeking to address the challenge of suicides without
having figured out why so many here ending their own
lives. That is an important data analysis to undertake
and should be done soon, but today, let’s also focus
on the need to remove the stigma still associated with
suicides and suicide attempts, not just on the victims
but also on their families. This stigma stops many
from seeking help and also denies the community the
opportunity to learn and prepare for the challenge.
It is important that people who have lived through a
suicide attempt to be able to share their experience
more widely and teach others about the value of
human engagement. Societies which have sought
the assistance of survivors to inform the suicide
prevention programmes have learned that words and
actions of others are important mediums of saving
lives. Those who have overcome suicidal tendencies
have often spoken movingly about reaching the point
where they could see no alternative but to take their
own life, and about the days, hours and minutes
leading up to this. They often describe realising
that they did not want to die but instead wanted
someone to intervene and stop them. Many say that
they actively sought someone who would sense their
despair and ask them whether they were okay. That
is where the investment of a minute to notice these
signals becomes important. The agencies engaged
in addressing the problem of suicides can help by
informing people at large about how they should
respond and act when they notice someone around
them struggling with such dark thoughts, because,
let’s also accept that most of us do not know how to
face such situations. And because we do not know, we
choose to ignore.

As the WHO message for the day shares, “Joining
together is critical to preventing suicide. Preventing
suicide requires the efforts of many. It takes family,
friends, co-workers, community members, educators,
religious leaders, healthcare professionals, political
officials and governments. Suicide prevention
requires integrative strategies that encompass work
at the individual, systems and community level.”

Data reveals that in the wake of every suicide, 135
people suffer intense grief or are otherwise affected.
Given the number of suicides Sikkim has suffered, it
would be safe to vouch that just everyone here has
been affected by a death due to suicide. That, in
itself, should be reason enough for everyone here
to work together to prevent suicides. The theme
for this day has been carefully chosen. After all, it
highlights the most essential ingredient for effective
suicide prevention - collaboration. We all have a role
to play and together we can collectively address the
challenges presented by suicidal behaviour in society
today.

Murdoch to Musk: how global media power has
shifted from the mogquls to the big tech bros

MATTHEW RICKETSON
& ANDREW DODD
THECONVERSATION.COM
ntil recently, Elon Musk was
U just a wildly successful electric
car tycoon and space pioneer.
Sure, he was erratic and outspoken,
but his global influence was con-
tained and seemingly under control.

But add the ownership of just one
media platform, in the form of Twit-
ter - now X - and the maverick has
become a mogul, and the baton of
the world’s biggest media bully has
passed to a new player.

What we can gauge from watching
Musk’s stewardship of X is that he’s
unlike former media moguls, making
him potentially even more danger-
ous. He operates under his own rules,
often beyond the reach of regulators.
He has demonstrated he has no re-
gard for those who try to rein him in.

Under the old regime, press bar-
ons, from William Randolph Hearst
to Rupert Murdoch, at least pretend-
ed they were committed to truth-tell-
ing journalism. Never mind that they
were simultaneously deploying in-
timidation and bullying to achieve
their commercial and political ends.

Musk has no need, or desire, for
such pretence because he’s not re-
quired to cloak anything he says in
even a wafer-thin veil of journalism.
Instead, his driving rationale is free
speech, which is often code for don’t
dare get in my way.

This means we are in new terri-
tory, but it doesn’t mean what went
before it is irrelevant.

A BIG BUCKET OF THE

PROVERBIAL
If you want a comprehensive, up-
to-date primer on the behaviour of
media moguls over the past centu-
ry-plus, Eric Beecher has just provid-
ed it in his book The Men Who Killed
the News.

Alongside accounts of people like
Hearst in the United States and Lord
Northcliffe in the United Kingdom,
Beecher quotes the notorious exam-
ple of what happened to John Major,
the UK prime minister between 1990
and 1997, who baulked at following
Murdoch’s resistance to strengthen-
ing ties with the European Union.

In a conversation between Ma-
jor and Kelvin MacKenzie, editor of
Murdoch’s best-selling English tab-

loid newspaper, The Sun, the prime
minister was bluntly told: “Well John,
let me put it this way. I've got a large
bucket of shit lying on my desk and
tomorrow morning I'm going to pour
it all over your head.”

MacKenzie might have thought
he was speaking truth to power, but
in reality he was doing Murdoch’s
bidding, and actually using his mas-
ter’s voice, as Beecher confirms by
recounting an anecdote from early in
Murdoch’s career in Australia.

In the 1960s, when Murdoch
owned The Sunday Times in Perth,
he met Lang Hancock (father of Gina
Rinehart) to discuss potentially buy-
ing some mineral prospects together
in Western Australia. The state gov-

ernment was opposed to the planned
deal.

Beecher cites Hancock’s biogra-
pher, Robert Duffield, who claimed
Murdoch asked the mining magnate,
“If I can get a certain politician to ne-
gotiate, will you sell me a piece of the
cake?” Hancock said yes. Later that
night, Murdoch called again to say the
deal had been done. How, asked an in-
credulous Hancock. Murdoch replied:
“Simple [...] I told him: look you can
have a headline a day or a bucket of
shit every day. What's it to be?”

Between Murdoch in the 1960s
and MacKenzie in the 1990s came
Mario Puzo’s The Godfather with Don
Corleone, aided by Luca Brasi holding
a gun to a rival’s head, saying “either
his brains or his signature would be
on the contract”.

CHANGING THE RULES
OF THE GAME
Media moguls use metaphorical bul-
lets. Those relatively few people who
do resist them, like Major, get the
proverbial poured over their govern-

ment. Headlines in The Sun following
the Conservatives’ win in the 1992
election included: “Pigmy PM”, “Not
up to the job” and “1,001 reasons why
you are such a plonker John”.

If media moguls since Hearst and
Northcliffe have tap-danced between
producing journalism and pursuing
their commercial and political aims,
they have at least done the former,
and some of it has been very good.

The leaders of the social media
behemoths, by contrast, don't claim
any fourth estate role. If anything, they
seem to hold journalism with tongs as
far from their face as possible.

They do possess enormous wealth
though. Apple, Microsoft, Google and
Meta, formerly known as Facebook,

are in the top ten companies global-
ly by market capitalisation. By com-
parison, News Corporation’s market
capitalisation now ranks at 1,173 in
the world.

Regulating the online environ-
ment may be difficult, as Australia
discovered this year when it tried,
and failed, to stop X hosting footage
of the Wakeley Church stabbing at-
tacks. But limiting transnational me-
dia platforms can be done, according
to Robert Reich, a former Secretary of
Labor in Bill Clinton’s government.

Despite some early wins through
Australia’s News Media Bargaining
Code, big tech companies habitual-
ly resist regulation. They have used
their substantial influence to stymie it
wherever and whenever nation-states
have sought to introduce it.

Meta’s founder and chief exec-
utive, Mark Zuckerberg, has been
known to go rogue, as he demon-
strated in February 2021 when he
protested against the bargaining code
by unilaterally closing Facebook sites
that carried news. Generally, though,

his strategy has been to deploy stan-
dard public relations and lobbying
methods.

But his rival Musk uses his social
media platform, X, like a wrecking
ball.

Musk is just about the first thing
the average X user sees in their feed,
whether they want to or not. He gives
everyone the benefit of his thoughts,
not to mention his thought bubbles.
He proclaims himself a free-speech
absolutist, but most of his pronounce-
ments lean hard to the right, provid-
ing little space for alternative views.

Some of his tweets have been in-
flammatory, such as him linking to an
article promoting a conspiracy theory
about the savage attack on Paul Pelo-
si, husband of the former US Speaker,
Nancy Pelosi, or his tweet that “Civil
war is inevitable” following riots that
erupted recently in the UK.

As the BBC reported, the riots
occurred after the fatal stabbing of
three girls in Southport. “The sub-
sequent unrest in towns and cities
across England and in parts of North-
ern Ireland has been fuelled by mis-
information online, the far-right and
anti-immigration sentiment.”

Nor does Musk bother with nice-
ties when people disagree with him.
Late last year, advertisers considered
boycotting X because they believed
some of Musk’s posts were anti-Se-
mitic. He told them during a live in-
terview to “Go fuck yourself”.

He has welcomed Donald Trump,
the Republican Party’s presidential
nominee, back onto X after Trump’s
account was frozen over his com-
ments surrounding the January 6
2021 attack on the capitol. Since then
both men have floated the idea of
governing together if Trump wins a
second term.

Is the world better off with tech
bros like Musk who demand unlimit-
ed freedom and assert their influence
brazenly, or old-style media moguls
who spin fine-sounding rhetoric about
freedom of the press and exert influ-
ence under the cover of journalism?

That's a question for our times
that we should probably begin grap-
pling with.

[Matthew Ricketson is Professor of
Communication, Deakin University;
Andrew Dodd is Director of the
Centre for Advancing Journalism,
The University of Melbourne]

With pope’s visit, Timor-Leste must shine a light on
its democratic ideals — not intolerance for dissent

MICHAEL ROSE & IVO MATEUS

GONCALVES DA CRUZ FERNANDES
THECONVERSATION.COM
ext week, Timor-Leste will welcome Pope
N Francis, its first papal visit in 35 years. Aside
from being an enormous event in this deep-
ly Catholic country, the two-day visit also has reso-
nance in terms of its recent history.

In 1989, John Paul II's visit to Timor-Leste (then
occupied by Indonesia) gave hope to a beleaguered

prayer and politics are key to the image they want
to project.

Timor-Leste’s activists, meanwhile, have a dif-
ferent idea of what patriotism means. For them,
this is an opportunity to shine a light not just on
their nation’s achievements, but also on its con-
tinuing struggles for social and economic justice,
including, notably, for victims of clerical abuse.

They also want to use the occasion to express
solidarity with the West Papua independence

people who had been brutalised by their Indo-
nesian rulers, repeatedly betrayed by Austra-
lia, and written off by many others.

Welcoming Francis to a free and indepen-
dent Timor-Leste is the realisation of what
once seemed an impossible dream.

To say this is a cause for excitement is an
understatement. But while officials and the
foreign media will likely frame the visit by
looking back at Timor-Leste’s independence
struggle, younger Timorese citizens are more
concerned with social justice in their fledgling
democracy and solidarity with other liberation
movements around the world.

ANXIETY AND ANTICIPATION

In Timor-Leste’s capital, Dili, the mood over
the past week has been a mix of anxiety and
joyful anticipation.

While people wait impatiently for the ar-
rival of the man they call Amu Papa, there has also
been disquiet - if not disgust - over actions taken
by the state, ostensibly to prepare for his visit.

This week, the detentions of an activist and
journalist, an assault on street vendors by security
forces, and the eviction of families from the site of
the papal mass have all caused considerable anger.

While few would say Amu Papa isn’t welcome
(or even particularly begrudge the chaos caused as
the government prepares for an expected crowd of
700,000), his visit has become a flashpoint for heat-
ed disagreements over how best to welcome him.

For Timor-Leste’s leaders (largely the same men
in control since 2002), the pope’s visit is a chance
to show the country has arrived. Clean streets, a
new venue with a specially built altar (part of the
US$12 million (A$17.8 million) the government
allocated for the visit), and crowds that don’t mix

movement and the Palestinian cause.

Earlier this week, a human rights activist, Nel-
son Rolddo, was detained at gunpoint at Dili’s air-
port by police after dropping off a West Papuan
guest. Police seized a bag containing a West Papuan
flag, two banners, books and a laptop. After being
interrogated, he was released, although the West
Papuan materials were not returned.

While displaying the Morning Star flag is ille-
gal in Indonesia, it is not in Timor-Leste. The West
Papuan cause understandably enjoys widespread
support from the people here (although less from
politicians).

Whatever this incident suggests about the na-
ture of Indonesian influence in Timor-Leste, it is
clear the local authorities do not want the pope’s
visit to be a platform for Dili’s activists to promote
their own concerns.

National symbols evoke powerful emotions in
Timor-Leste and the surrounding islands.

During the pope’s visit in 1989, a pro-indepen-
dence banner was unfurled near the altar at the
end of the mass. This provoked a brutal response
from security forces, but did succeed in bringing
the cause of East Timorese independence to a glob-
al audience.

The parallels with today, where once again
young activists are being told political symbols will
not be tolerated at the papal mass, are lost on
no one.

In another worrying development on Tues-
day night, state security officers were filmed
brutally clearing a group itinerant vendors who
were selling vegetables from carts in the suburb
of Kampung Baru. Shaky mobile phone foot-
age shows a chaotic scene as uniformed men
(including one armed with a stick) kicked and
tipped over carts and pushed people away as
terrified children screamed and cried.

The men also reportedly threatened a jour-
nalist covering the incident and took another to
the local police station before releasing her.

SENDING THE RIGHT IMAGE TO THE WORLD
Timor-Leste is proud of being rated as the stron-
gest democracy in Southeast Asia. As the eyes of
the world focus on the small country, this is a
chance to show what that means.

The pontiff is known to care deeply about pov-
erty, human rights and the environment. If a West
Papuan, Palestinian or gay pride flag is unfurled at
his mass next week, a tolerant response from se-
curity officials will surely only increase his admi-
ration for what Timor-Leste has become. Violence
like we have seen this week, however, will do the
opposite.

Timor-Leste’s leaders need to take stock of the
incidents this week, how it makes them look, and
how they can be avoided in future. An approach
that empathises tolerance (and trust) in their re-
markable people during the pope’s visit is better
than one focused on maintaining tight control.
[Michael Rose is Honorary Lecturer, University

of Adelaide; Ivo Mateus Goncalves da Cruz
Fernandes is PhD scholar, Department of
Pacific Affairs, Australian National University]
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Never offered money to Kolkata rape
murder victim’s family; police commissioner
was ready to resign: Mamata

KoLKATA, 09 SEPT: West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said
she never offered any
money to the family of
Kolkata trainee doctor
who was raped and mur-
dered at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital.
She added that follow-
ing widespread protests
by medicos, Kolkata City
Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal had offered
resignation.

Addressing pressper-
sons, Banerjee said, “I
have never offered mon-
ey to deceased doctor's
family, this is nothing
but slander” The victim's
family had alleged a se-
nior Kolkata police offi-
cer offered them money
and they pushed to con-
duct the cremation in
haste.

Denying the allega-
tions, Banerjee said the
government only offered
its support to victim’s

family if they wished
to do anything in their
daughter’s memory. I
told deceased doctor's
parents that if they want-
ed to do something in
their daughter's memory,
our government is with
them,” she said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress chief said following
protests by doctors, Kol-
kata City Police Commis-
sioner Vineet Goyal had
offered his resignation.
“Goyal offered to resign
after RG Kar protests,
but, we need someone
who knows law and or-
der ahead of Durga puja,”
The CM said.

Mamata also denied

allegations that the re-
quirements of the CISF
personnel deployed for
security at RG Kar Med-
ical College and Hospi-
tal are not being met.
“We are fulfilling all the
requirements of CISE..
this is all a conspiracy
hatched by the central
government and some
leftist parties,” she said.
On Tuesday, Centre’s
lawyer told Supreme
Court that the three com-
panies of CISF personnel,
deployed for security at

CHANDIGARH, 09 SEPT:
Wrestler and Congress
candidate Vinesh Phogat
kicked off her campaign
from Julana for the up-
coming Haryana assem-
bly election on Sunday.
Phogat received a
warm welcome from
her supporters when
she reached ]Julana. El-
derly people, women
and members of various
'khaps' greeted her and
gave their blessings.
Wrestlers Phogat and
Bajrang Punia, who were
at the forefront leading
the wrestlers' protest
against then WFI chief
and former BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh,
joined the Congress par-
ty on Friday. After join-
ing the party, Phogat
said "not being scared or

RG Kar Hospital, were | backing off".

not being provided with While speaking to the
adequate accommoda- | reporters on Brij Bhu-
tion or other necessary | shan's latest remarks

security equipment.

against the wrestlers,

Phogat said that every-
thing he had said had
been proved wrong and

his latest comments
would prove no different.

Brij Bhushan has said
that Phogat's entry into
politics only proved that
the sexual allegations
against him and the pro-
test were staged by the
Congress party.

He also alleged that
Phogat violated rules

in the Olympics by try-

ing out for two different
weight categories on the

same day.
"My loved ones sup-
ported me. Like they

ensured victory in wres-
tling (during her sports
career), they will contin-
ue their blessings here
(electoral contest) and
with their blessings, we
will win every battle,"
said Phogat.

While addressing
a gathering at Bhakta
Khera village, Phogat said
at a stage when we were
lacking courage and also
felt like leaving the coun-
try, Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi supported
them and held them close.

"She told me not to
lose courage and asked
us to answer through
wrestling," she said.

Criticising the wres-

-_--'H

tlers for joining politics,
Brij Bhushan said, "These
wrestlers made a name
in the sport and became
famous on the strength
of wrestling. Now after
joining Congress, their
name will be erased.”

The 90-member Hary-
ana Assembly is sched-
uled to go to polls on Oc-
tober 5 and the counting
of votes will be undertak-
en on October 8.
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Jannik Sinner beats Taylor Fritz in the US Open
men’'s final weeks after doping exoneration

NEW YORK, SEP 9: Jannik
Sinner started slowly at
the US Open, dropping
the first set he played af-
ter being exonerated in a
doping case no one knew
about until shortly be-
fore play began at Flush-
ing Meadows.

If that episode initial-
ly hung over him during
the tournament, Sinner
was able to put it aside
while on court. Was he
ever. The No. 1-ranked
Sinner beat Taylor Fritz
6-3, 6-4, 7-5 with his typ-
ical relentless baseline
game to win the men's
championship at Arthur
Ashe Stadium on Sunday,
less than three weeks af-
ter word emerged of his
two positive drug tests.

"This title, for me,
means so much," said
Sinner, a 23-year-old
from Italy, "because the
last period of my career
was really not easy".

He won the second
Grand Slam trophy of
his nascent career — the
other was at the Aus-
tralian Open in January
— and prevented No.
12 Fritz from ending a
major title drought for
American men that has
lasted 21 years.

Andy Roddick's tri-
umph at Flushing Mead-
ows in 2003 was the

last Slam title for a man
from the United States.
The last before Fritz, a
26-year-old from Cali-
fornia, to even contest
a final at one of the four
biggest tournaments in
tennis also was Roddick,
who lost to Roger Feder-
er at Wimbledon in 2009.

"Being an American
at the US Open is just in-
credible. Feeling the love
all week. So thank you so
much,” Fritz said during
the trophy ceremony. "I
know we've been wait-
ing for a champion for a
long time, so I'm sorry I
couldn't get it done this
time. But I'm going to
keep working and, hope-
fully, I'll get it at the next
one."

Still, this tournament
was a success in many
ways for US tennis, with
two women and two
men from the country
all reaching the semifi-
nals for the first time at
a major since the 2003
US Open. Jessica Pegula
reached the women's fi-
nal before losing Satur-
day to Aryna Sabalenka
of Belarus.

Sinner improved to
55-5 with a tour-high
six titles in 2024. That
includes a 35-2 mark on
hard courts, the surface
used at both the Austra-

lian Open and US Open.
He's the first man since
Guillermo Vilas in 1977
to win his first two Grand
Slam trophies in the
same season.

"So many big wins
for me this season,” said
Sinner, who took full ad-
vantage of Week 1 exits
by Novak Djokovic and
Carlos Alcaraz. "But the
work never stops."

The world found out
on August 20 that Sinner
had tested positive twice
in an eight-day span for
trace amounts of an an-
abolic steroid in March
but was cleared because

his use was ruled unin-
tentional — the banned
substance entered his
system via a massage
from a team member he
later fired.

While some players
wondered whether he
was accorded special
treatment, most believed
he wasn't trying to dope.
And the US Open's fans
never gave him a hard
time.

"We just went day by
day ... believing in our-
self, which is the most
important,” said Sinner,
who mentioned that
an aunt of his is in poor

health. "I understand,
especially in this tourna-
ment, how important the
mental part is."

As expected, Fritz
enjoyed something of a
home-court advantage
ona cool afternoon under
a nearly cloudless sky. In
a celebrity-filled crowd
that included Taylor
Swift and her boyfriend,
Kansas City Chiefs tight
end Travis Kelce, some
spectators  occasional-
ly engaged in chants of
"U-S-A!" between games
or rose whenever Fritz
picked up what felt like a
crucial point.

Fritz is not the sort
to show much emotion
beyond a shake of his ne-
on-coloured racket, even
after he went up 3-2 after
20 minutes.

Then again, that was
pretty much the last sig-
nificant highlight for Fritz
until 3-all in the third set,
when he smacked an
overhead winner to get
to 15-30, punched the air
and screamed, "Let's go!"
People all around rose,
applauding and shout-
ing. After Fritz deposited
a volley winner to earn
a break point a minute
later; he celebrated in the

same fashion, and thou-
sands in the seats went
wild. Sinner then dou-
ble-faulted, putting Fritz
in front 4-3.

But when he tried to
serve out the set at 5-4,
Fritz buckled enough to
let Sinner pull even by
breaking. Sinner used a
drop shot to lure Fritz to
the front court, then slid
a passing shot that Fritz
volleyed into the net.
Fritz bounced his rack-
et off the court. Sinner
loped to the towel box,
not even smiling.

About 10 minutes
later, the victory was Sin-
ner's thanks to a closing
four-game run. When it
was over, Sinner raised
his arms, threw his head
back and closed his eyes.

He generally asserts
himself during matches
in what perhaps is best
described as a rather ca-
sual way. His style is less
spectacular than solid,
less magical than metro-
nomic. Either way, it was
masterful, using his long
limbs and squeaking,
sliding sneakers to get to
everything before aim-
ing high-speed shot after
shot right near lines —
and usually succeeding.

Neither player
seemed all that interest-
ed in venturing forward

Sunday unless forced
to, instead content to
ply their forehands and
backhands from the back
of the court.

That's decidedly Sin-
ner's territory.

By the end, Sinner,
the second Italian to
win a singles title at the
US Open, joining 2015
women's champion Fla-
via Pennetta, had an
impressive ledger: just
21 unforced errors, 13
fewer than Fritz, and 23
winners.

Going in, the matchup
appeared to be one Fritz
could keep competitive
provided he demonstrat-
ed his absolute best, par-
ticularly when serving. If
that's so, the opening set
turned out to be some-
thing less than an ideal
for him.

He put 36 per cent of
his first serves in, deliv-
ered only two aces — a
total exceeded in the ini-
tial game of the second
set alone — and wound
up with more than twice
as many unforced errors
(12) as winners (five).

Those sorts of stats
would improve from
Fritz's side, but he did
not figure out a way to
consistently put Sinner
in trouble. Few can these
days.

Ronaldo scores late winner as a substitute for Portugal as 10-man Spain overpowers Switzerland

MADRID, 09 SEPT: Cristiano
Ronaldo is showing just why
Portugal is persisting with
him at the age of 39.

Make that a record-ex-
tending 132 international
goals for the five-time world
player of the year after Ron-
aldo came on as a halftime
substitute and slotted home
an 88th-minute winner for
Portugal in its 2-1 victory
over Scotland in the Nations
League on Sunday.

Minutes earlier, Ronaldo
had struck both posts within
a matter of seconds. Indeed,
he was an ever-present dan-
ger in Lisbon, demonstrating
he is far from finished as a
force in international soccer
- especially against the likes
of a struggling Scotland.

Ronaldo failed to score at
all in five games at the recent
European Championship, but
Portugal coach Robert Mar-
tinez has kept faith with the
country’s greatest ever play-
er and is reaping the rewards.

On Thursday, Ronaldo

scored his 900th career goal
— spanning games for club
and country — in a 2-1 win
over Croatia.

The quest for 1,000 began
three days later and he didn’t
disappoint, despite only play-
ing one half.

In stoppage time, a spec-
tator got on the field and at-
tempted to get a selfie with
Ronaldo, but was stopped by
security. That happened re-
peatedly at Euro 2024.

Scotland went ahead
through Scott McTominay in
the seventh minute before
an equalizer from the edge of
the area by Bruno Fernandes
in the 54th.

Enduring Modric

Luka Modric turns 39 on
Monday but, like Ronaldo, re-
mains as integral as ever for
his country.

The Real Madrid midfield-
er again demonstrated his
enduring quality by clipping
home an exquisite free kick
from the edge of the box in
Croatia’s 1-0 win over Poland.

It was Modric’s 27th goal
in 180 appearances for his
country, which left him tied
with former Spain defender
Sergio Ramos as the second

highest-capped  European
players in men’s internation-
al soccer — only behind Ron-
aldo with 214.

Robert Lewandowski,

another veteran at age 36,
hit the goal frame for Po-
land, which beat Scotland
3-2 in the first round of Na-
tions League group games on

Thursday.

Ruiz shines for Spain

Fabian Ruiz scored twice
for Spain in its 4-1 win at
Switzerland, with the recent-
ly crowned European cham-
pions emerging victorious
despite playing the majori-
ty of the game with only 10
men.

Center back Robin Le Nor-
mand was shown a straight
red card in the 20th min-
ute for bringing down Breel
Embolo as the last man, by
which time Spain was leading
2-0 thanks to Joselu’s header
from Lamine Yamal'’s cross in
the fourth minute and Ruiz’s
goal in the 13th after Nico
Williams’ shot was saved.

Zeki Amdouni pulled a
goal back for the Swiss be-
fore halftime but substitute
Ferran Torres set up Ruiz for
his second goal then scored
himself to clinch Spain’s first
win of its Nations League ti-
tle defense. The team drew
0-0 at Serbia on Thursday.

Eriksson tribute

Swedish soccer fans paid
tribute to one of the coun-
try’s most famous coaches —
and then celebrated the fur-
ther blossoming of the team’s
new strikeforce.

There was a minute’s si-
lence before Sweden’s home
match with Estonia in honor
of Sven-Goran Eriksson, who
died on Aug. 26 after battling
cancer. An image of Eriksson
was shown on the big screens
in the Strawberry Arena just
outside Stockholm.

Sweden won 3-0, with
Viktor Gyokeres — with
two goals — and Alexander
Isak scoring. They also each
scored in a 3-1 win in Azer-
baijan on Thursday, with the
Swedes showing improved
form after missing out on
qualification for both the
World Cup in 2022 and this
year’s Euros.

There was another Scan-
dinavian win as Denmark
beat Serbia 2-0 thanks to
goals by Albert Gronbaek and
Yussuf Poulsen.
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State-Level Teej Utsav 2024: A Gelebration of Unity and Empowerment

Contd from pg3

on Girl Child's Education” on 08 Sept,

2024.

The event emphasized the need to
promote the education of the girl child
as a critical element in creating a literate,
peaceful, and inclusive society. The pro-
gram kicked off with an awareness ses-
sion where speakers focused on the im-
portance of educating girls in line with
the BBBP objectives, which aim to em-
power girls through quality education.

Promoting multilingual literacy was
seen as a means to enhance mutual
understanding, break down social bar-
riers, and foster peace, particularly in
culturally diverse communities. Special
emphasis was placed on how the edu-
cation of girls can lead to societal trans-
formation and upliftment.

A key feature of the event was a
storytelling session where young girls,
in alignment with BBBP’s focus on girl
empowerment, shared their personal
experiences with literacy and educa-

tion. These stories, told in various lan-

guages, highlighted the challenges they

faced and how education has trans-

formed their lives, giving them the tools
to dream and achieve.

The event also included songs per-
formed by students and teachers which
further reinforced the BBBP goal of
nurturing and encouraging girls to pur-
sue education and self-reliance.

The program concluded with a com-
mitment to continue aligning literacy
efforts with BBBP strategies. Attendees
were urged to take concrete steps to-
ward ensuring that every girl receives
access to quality education, as this not
only contributes to individual growth
but also builds the foundation for a
peaceful and progressive society.

Overall, the event served as a pow-

erful reminder of the transformative
potential of girl child education and
the importance of promoting literacy
for all, in line with the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao initiative’s core mission.
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Upadhakshyas, Head of
Departments, along with
dignitaries from various
line department, mem-
bers from Nari Shakti
and the general public.
Addressing the
event, Chief Minister,
Prem Singh Tamang ac-
knowledged the crucial
role women play as the
backbone of society, em-
bodying strength, resil-
ience, and compassion
in every aspect of life.
He highlighted that the
Teej Utsav brought the
community together in a
grand celebration, sym-
bolising the unity of the
state and the collective
identity of its citizens.
The Chief Minister
also commended the
women for their signif-
icant contribution in
making the event a grand
success. He discussed
several government ini-
tiatives aimed at the em-
powerment and support
of women, including the
Sikkim Aama Sahyog

Yojana, Bahini Scheme,
Sikkim Aama Sashakti-
karan Yojana and Vatsa-
lya Scheme.

He informed that 17
women currently hold
prestigious positions as
Secretaries in various de-
partments of the Govern-
ment of Sikkim.

He expressed opti-
mism that more women
would be appointed to
these roles in the coming
year, recognising this as a
significant achievement.
He highlighted the gov-
ernment's efforts during
the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2019 and the second
wave in 2022 and ex-
tended his gratitude to
the citizens of Sikkim for
their unwavering sup-
port in overcoming these
challenges.

The Chief Minister
also called for collective
support and contribution
towards the initiative of a
Sunaulo Ani Samriddha
Sikkim and mentioned
the upcoming celebra-
tion of 50 years of Sik-

kim's merger with India
in 2025, which will be
marked with great gran-
deur.

Lastly, he also wished
all physiotherapists on
the occasion of World
Physiotherapy Day.

Ms Raj Kumari Thapa,
Deputy Speaker SLA and
President of the organis-
ing committee, highlight-
ed the significance of the
Teej festival as a joyous
and vibrant celebration
that holds profound
meaning for women
throughout the nation.

She emphasised how
the festival brings com-
munities together in a
riot of colour, music and
dance, offering a spirited
tribute to the resilience
and vitality of women.

Further, she also
highlighted various
schemes, including the

Sikkim Aama Sahyog Yo-
jana, Bahini Scheme, Sik-
kim Aama Sashaktikaran
Yojana and Vatsalya
Scheme, initiated by the
state government with

the aim to uplift and em-
power women in various
areas of life.

Subsequently, Ganga
Parsai shared informa-
tion on Teej Utsav, ex-
plaining its significance
and rich symbolism. She
mentioned that Teej is a
celebration of devotion
and faith that is connect-
ed to the Goddess Parvati
and her union with Lord
Shiva, which symbolises
a happy and lasting mar-
riage.

The key highlight of
the day was the finals of
the District-Level Dance
Competition, with par-
ticipants competing from
all six districts. The win-
ners of the competition
are as follows:
e 1st position, Dzongu
Constituency, = Mangan
District,
* 2nd position, Syari Con-
stituency, Gangtok Dis-
trict,
« 3rd pisition, Yangthang
Constituency,  Geyzing
District.

The dance competi-

tion was evaluated by ce-
lebrity judges Kamal Rai,
Nisha Rasaily and Sush-
ma Sunam.

During the pro-
gramme, felicitations
were presented to prom-
inent women figures
for their contribution in
their respective fields.

« Felicitation to the first
woman speaker of Sik-
kim Legislative Assembly
(SLA), Kalawati Subba.

« Felicitation to the Na-
tional Teacher Awardee
2024, Graduate Teacher
Arts, Yankila Lama, Mod-
ern Senior Secondary
School, Gangtok.

Additionally, the day
also witnessed the re-
lease of the songs “Vai
Halcha” and “Kranti Ma
Shanti, by Mr Bidur Gau-
tam from Dumi Gaon,
Poklok Kamrang and Mr
Tshering Tamang from
Jorethang, respectively.

The day concluded
with ceremonious prize
distribution to all par-
ticipating constituencies
and the victorious team.
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Flooding sweeps away bus and bridge collapses in Vietnam as storm deaths rise to a9

HANoI1, SEP 9: A bridge
collapsed and a bus was
swept away by flooding
Monday as more rain
fell on northern Vietnam
from a former typhoon
that has caused at least
59 deaths in the South-
east Asian country, state
media reported.

Nine people died
during the typhoon,
which made landfall in
Vietnam on Saturday be-
fore weakening to a de-
pression, and 50 others
died during the conse-
quent floods and land-
slides. The water levels
of several rivers in north-
ern Vietnam were dan-
gerously high.

A passenger bus
carrying 20 people was
swept into a flooded
stream by a landslide in
mountainous Cao Bang
province Monday morn-
ing. Rescuers were de-

where the incident took
place.

In Phu Tho prov-
ince, rescue operations
were continuing after
a steel bridge over the
engorged Red River col-
lapsed Monday morning.
Reports said 10 cars and
trucks along with two
motorbikes fell into the
river. Three people were
pulled out of the river
and taken to the hospital,
but 13 others were miss-
ing.

Pham Truong Son, 50,
told VNExpress that he
was driving on the bridge
on his motorcycle when
he heard a loud noise.
Before he knew what was
happening, he was falling
into the river. “I felt like [
was drowned to the bot-
tom of the river,” Son told
the newspaper, adding
that he managed to swim
and hold on to a drifting

Typhoon Yagi was
the strongest typhoon to
hit Vietnam in decades
when it made landfall
Saturday with winds up
to 149 kph. It weakened
to a tropical depression

has still warned the con-
tinuing downpours could
cause floods and land-
slides.

On Sunday, a land-
slide killed six people
including an infant and

%
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trekking base known for
its terraced rice fields
and mountains. Overall,
state media reported 21
deaths and at least 299
people injured from the
weekend.

occasional rain Mon-
day morning as workers
cleared the uprooted
trees, fallen billboards
and toppled electricity
poles. Heavy rain con-
tinued in northwestern

centimetres in places.

Initially, at least 3
million people were
left without electrici-
ty in Quang Ninh and
Haiphong provinces, and
it's unclear how much
has been restored.

The two provinces are
industrial hubs, housing
many factories that export
goods including EV maker
VinFast and Apple sup-
pliers Pegatrong and USI.
Factory workers told The
Associated Press on Sun-
day that many industrial
parks were inundated and
the roofs of many factories
had been blown away.

Prime Minister Pham
Minh  Chinh  visited
Haiphong city on Sunday
and approved a package
of USD 4.62 million to
help the port city recover.

Yagi also damaged
agricultural land, nearly
116,192 hectares where

nam, Yagi caused at least
20 deaths in the Philip-
pines last week and four
deaths in southern China.
Chinese authorities
said infrastructure loss-
es across the Hainan is-
land province amounted
to USD 102 million with
57,000 houses collapsed
or damaged, power and
water outages and roads
damaged or impassable
due to fallen trees. Yagi
made a second landfall in
Guangdong, a mainland
province neighboring
Hainan, on Friday night.
Storms  like  Ty-
phoon Yagi were “get-
ting stronger due to cli-
mate change, primarily
because warmer ocean
waters provide more en-
ergy to fuel the storms,
leading to increased
wind speeds and heavier
rainfall,” said Benjamin
Horton, director of the

ployed but landslides
blocked the path to

banana tree to stay afloat
before he was rescued.

Sunday, but the country's
meteorological

agency

injured nine others in
Sa Pa town, a popular

Skies were overcast
in the capital, Hanoi, with

Vietnam and forecasters
said it could exceed 40

rice is mostly grown.

Before hitting Viet-

Earth Observatory of Sin-
gapore.

Fugitive pastor wanted by FBI caught in Philippines

PHILIPPINES , 9 SEPT: An
influential Filipino pastor
wanted in the Philippines
and the US for child sex
trafficking has been arrest-
ed, ending a two-week long
standoff between police offi-
cers and his followers.

Police have been attempt-
ing to arrest Apollo Quiboloy,
who claims to be the "Ap-
pointed Son of God", in a raid
on his sprawling church com-
pound.

Violent scuffles broke out
between thousands of his
followers and anti-riot po-
lice officers, with one church
member dying of a heart at-
tack during the raid.

Mr Quiboloy, whose King-
dom of Jesus Christ (KOJC)
claims to have seven million
followers, has denied all
charges against him.

In 2021, the US Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) charged
Mr Quiboloy with sex traf-
ficking of children, fraud and
coercion and bulk cash smug-
gling.

The US Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) said he

trafficked girls and women
from the Philippines to the
US, where they were forced
to solicit money for a bogus

charity.
He also required his fe-
male personal assistants,

who are called “pastorals’,
to have sex with him, the FBI
said.

But as all this was hap-
pening, Mr Quiboloy was ris-
ing to national prominence
under then-president Rodri-
go Duterte, previously serv-
ing as spiritual adviser to the
former leader.

However, his fortunes
turned when Mr Duterte
stepped down in June 2022.

Filipino authorities soon
charged him with child
abuse, sexual abuse and hu-
man trafficking and a war-
rant was issued for his ar-
rest.

For two weeks , thou-
sands of policemen have
been engaged in a standoff
with Mr Quiboloy's followers,
as they raided his 30-hectare
(75-acre) KOJC compound
in Davao. They said Mr Qui-

boloy was hiding in an under-
ground bunker based on the
sound of heartbeats detected
by surveillance equipment.

The complex is home to
some 40 buildings, includ-
ing a cathedral, a school and
even a hangar.

Interior Minister Benhur
Abalos said on Monday that
Mr Quiboloy was found in-

side the compound's bible
school. He also said that the
pastor was arrested and did
not surrender, contrary to
earlier reports.

Witnesses provided im-
portant information that led
to his arrest, added Mr Aba-
los.

Mr Quiboloy's lawyer, Is-
raelito Torreon, said earlier

said his client surrendered
"because he does not want
the lawless violence to con-
tinue to happen".

The regional police chief,
Brig Gen Nicolas Torre, said a
"concerted effort of everyone
involved" led to the arrest.

Mr Quiboloy and four oth-
ers who were arrested with
him were flown to national

police headquarters in the
capital Manila where they are
currently detained.

Before his arrest, Mr Qu-
iboloy said that the "devil"
was behind his legal woes.

He has also said that he
does not want the FBI to
"meddle" in his case.

Speaking to reporters
on Monday, Mr Marcos said
the Philippines was not con-
sidering extraditing Mr Qui-
boloy for now.

The standoff at the KOJC
has taken place as a very
public falling out between
the Marcos and Duterte polit-
ical families has unfolded.

The US DO]J sought his
arrest a few months before
Mr Duterte handed power to
current President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, but it was only
during Mr Marcos' term that
authorities started pursuing
the pastor.

While Mr Quiboloy was
in hiding, Mr Duterte said
he knew where he was but
would not tell the police.

Mr Duterte's daughter,
Vice-President Sara Duterte

also criticised police pursu-
ing Mr Quiboloy of applying
"questionable" force.

Mr Quiboloy set up the
KO]JC in Davao in 1985, after
hearing God whisper to him
“I will use you” while attend-
ing an event by American
pastor Billy Graham in South
Korea in 1973, says the or-
ganisation.

When he is not in Davao,
he has been seen travelling
on his private jet.

He delivers his sermons
from a glass podium that is
set against giant photographs
of his lush hilltop estate
called the “Garden of Eden
Restored”.

These are broadcast on
his own TV, radio and social
media network.

Outside of his long-stand-
ing ties with the Duterte's,
Mr Quiboloy grew his polit-
ical influence by endorsing
candidates to his followers
during elections, a common
practice for religious leaders
in the country where politics
is based on patronage in-
stead of ideology.

South Korean truth commission says it found more evidence of forced adoptions in 1980s

SEOUL, SEP 9: A South Korean

Europe and Australia in the past six

Huimangwon,

Seonghyewon

commission found evidence that
women were pressured into giv-
ing away their infants for foreign
adoptions after giving birth at gov-
ernment-funded facilities where
thousands of people were con-
fined and enslaved from the 1960s
to the 1980s.

The report by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission on
Monday came years after The As-
sociated Press revealed adoptions
from the biggest facility for so-
called vagrants, Brothers Home,
which shipped children abroad as
part of a huge, profit-seeking en-
terprise that exploited thousands
of people trapped within the com-
pound in the port city of Busan.

Thousands of children and
adults — many of them grabbed
off the streets — were enslaved
in such facilities and often raped,
beaten or killed in the 1970s and
1980s.

The commission was launched
in December 2020 to review hu-
man rights violations linked to
the country's past military gov-
ernments. It had previously found
the country's past military govern-
ments responsible for atrocities
committed at Brothers.

Its latest report is focused on
four similar facilities in the cities
of Seoul and Daegu and the prov-
inces of South Chungcheong and
Gyeonggi. Like Brothers, these
facilities were operated to accom-
modate government roundups
aimed at beautifying the streets.

Ha Kum Chul, one of the com-
mission's investigators, said in-
mate records show at least 20
adoptions occurred from Daegu's
Huimangwon and South Chungc-

heong province's Cheonseongwon
in 1985 and 1986. South Korea
sent more than 17,500 children
abroad in those two years as its
foreign adoption program peaked.

Ha said children taken from in-
mates at Huimangwon and Cheon-
seongwon were mostly newborns,
who were transferred to two adop-
tion agencies, Holt Children's Ser-
vices and Eastern Social Welfare
Society, which placed them with
families in the United States, Den-
mark, Norway and Australia. Most
of the infants were transferred to
the agencies on the day of their
birth or the day after, Ha said, in-
dicating that their adoptions were
determined pre-birth.

While the facilities' records
say some of the women submitted

memos expressing their consent to
give away their children, other re-
cords indicate women were being
pressured to do so, Ha said. A 1985
inmate record from Huimangwon
flags a 42-year-old inmate with
supposed mental health issues for
“causing problems” by refusing to
relinquish her child. Officials later
note that she eventually did.

“It's difficult to accurately de-
termine how many more adopted
children there might have been
in other years,” Ha said, citing the
commission's limitations in staff.
For Huimangwon, Ha said, the
commission was only able to look
through its inmate records from
1985 and 1986 and still found 14
adoptions. A further six adoptions
were linked to inmates at Cheon-

seongwon.

At their peak, Huimangwon
had about 1,400 inmates and
Cheonseongwon 1,200. That was
still smaller than the population at
Brothers, which exceeded 3,000.

Holt and Eastern did not im-
mediately respond to requests
for comment on the commission's
findings.

Through documents obtained
from officials, lawmakers or
through public information re-
quests, the AP in 2019 found direct
evidence that 19 children were
adopted out of Brothers between
1979 and 1986, and indirect evi-
dence suggesting at least 51 more
adoptions.

About 200,000 South Koreans
were adopted to the United States,

decades, creating what's believed
to be the world's largest diaspora
of adoptees. Most of the adoptions
occurred during the 1970s and
'80s, when South Korea's then-mil-
itary leaders were focused on eco-
nomic growth and saw adoptions
as a tool to reduce the number of
mouths to feed, erase the “social
problem” of unwed mothers and
deepen ties with the democratic
West.

The commission has also been
conducting a separate investiga-
tion into the cases of 367 Korean
adoptees in Europe, the United
States and Australia, who suspect
their biological origins were ma-
nipulated to facilitate their adop-
tions. It's expected to release an in-
terim report on that later this year.

The commission also identi-
fied other human rights problems
at the four facilities it highlighted
on Monday, which also includ-
ed Gaengsaengwon in Seoul and
Seonghyewon in Gyeonggi prov-
ince. The facilities' death tolls were
high — the 262 inmates who were
reported as dead from Gaeng-
saengwon in 1980 accounted for
more than 25 per cent of the facil-
ity's population that year, Ha said.

Nearly 120 bodies of Cheon-
seongwon inmates were provided
to a local medical school for anat-
omy practice from 1982 to 1992,
the commission said. Most of
the bodies were transferred to the
school on the day the inmates were
declared dead or the day after, and
there are no indications that the
facility made efforts to transfer
the bodies to relatives, according
to the commission, which didn't
identify the school.

and Cheonseongwon also regularly
received inmates transferred from
Brothers, suggesting a “revolv-
ing-door” labour-sharing scheme
between facilities that likely in-
creased profit and prolonged the
inmates' confinements, the com-
mission said.

The population at South Ko-
rea's vagrant facilities peaked in
the 1980s as the then-military gov-
ernment intensified roundups to
beautify streets ahead of the 1986
Asian Games and the 1988 Olym-
pic Games held in Seoul. South
Korea transitioned to a democra-
cy in the late 1980s and has long
stopped its practice of grabbing
homeless people, the disabled and
children off the streets and confin-
ing them.

Brothers closed in 1988,
months after a prosecutor ex-
posed its horrors. Seonghyewon
now runs welfare programmes
for homeless people in the city of
Hwaseong, while the three oth-
er facilities have changed their
names and the services they
provide. None of those facilities
immediately released comments
following the commission's re-
port.

“The four confinement facili-
ties had been allowed to continue
their operations without receiv-
ing any public investigations even
after 1987, when Brothers was
exposed, said Lee Sang Hoon, one
of the commission's standing com-
missioners. “It's significant that we
have comprehensively revealed
the details of the human rights vio-
lations at (other) vagrant facilities
across the country that had been
concealed for 37 years.”




SummitTIMES | 10 September 2024

EtCETERA

bl ToronTo

IN BlﬂﬂM' Actress Julianne Moore was all smiles in a flower-
bedecked white gown at the premiere of The Room Next Door at

the 2024 Toronto International Film Festival.

New hook to look at cases of sexual violence including
one that unmasked Malavalam cinema

NEw DELHI, SEP 9: With the
Kerala film industry rocked
by a #MeToo wave, a new
book will look at multiple
cases of sexual violence,
including the one that un-
masked Malayalam cinema.

A Suitable Agency will
represent journalist Nidhi
Suresh's forthcoming book
on sexual violence. The idea
of the yet-to-be-named book
comes at the back of Suresh's
reporting for six years on
multiple sexual assault cases.

The tipping point was her
10-month-long investigation
into the sexual assault of a
top female actor in the Mala-
yalam cinema.

In February 2017, a well-
known female actor was sex-
ually assaulted in Kochi by
six hired criminals. Dileep,
a superstar actor, has been
accused of orchestrating this

crime.

The case ignited, not just
aresistance but an existential
crisis in a state which is often
looked upon as one of India's
most progressive places. This
is a story which pushed Kera-
la to the edge.

It triggered a Weinstein
scale movement which pre-
dated the global #MeToo
campaign.

The Women in Cinema
Collective (WCC) was set up

in 2017 and forced the Kerala
government to constitute the
Justice K Hema Committee
which recorded the testimo-
nies of working conditions of
women in Malayalam cinema.

The report was not pub-
lic for five years. A redacted
version was released this Au-
gust.

This has now set off a sec-
ond wave of #MeToo move-
ment within Kerala.

"What the domino effect

of (the) 2017 sexual assault
really does is that it forces
us to reckon with ourselves.
It pushes us to reflect on
our own ecosystems and the
way these conversations play
out within our own intimate
spaces. I spent most of my
school years in Kerala.

"My own first encounters
with intimacy and abuse
took place in Kerala. As a
Malayalee living in Delhi,
['ve always struggled to ex-
plain the shape and extent of
patriarchy in Kerala," Suresh
said.

In the book, the author
will deep dive to expose
workings of the patriarchal
power structures that enable
sexual violence and how they
attempt to control and ma-
nipulate the ensuing narra-
tives thereafter, acoording to
a statement.

Jayam Ravi divorce: Kollywood star announces
separation from wife Aarti after 15 years of marriage

CHENNAI, 09 SEPT: Popular Kollywood
actor Jayam Ravi on Monday announced
that he and his wife Aarti are separating

after 15 years of
being a married
couple.

After much
thought, reflec- |y &
tions, and discus-
sions, I have taken
the difficult deci- &*
sion to proceed M
with the dissolu- ik
tion of my mar- '-.-r:'!:
riage with Aarti, .
the actor said in a ;
heartfelt post. 5

Jayam
said the decision
was not made out
of haste and added

that it stems from personal reasons, and
from the belief that this is best for both

Ravi ;

Y

the parties involved.
The actor urged fans and others to
respect the privacy of both him and Aar-

ti and their family members and refrain
from making any assumptions, rumors,

or allegations.

I

0

Jayam Ravi said his priority remains
the same, that of continuing to bring

joy and entertain-
ment through his

movies.

“I am still and
will always be your
Jayam Ravi, who is
cherished by all
of you throughout
my career and as
an actor who is
dedicated to my
craft and commit-
ment to showcase
the best of my tal-
ent. Your constant
support means the
world to me and I
am grateful for the

\Y u hav W \%
love you have showered on me over the
years,” the actor wrote.

THERE'S ENOUGH I]

NEw DELHI, SEP 9: Both the
audience and industry need
to understand that cinema
is a director's medium and
the credit of a film's success
must be attributed to the
director alone, says actor
Abhishek Banerjee, whose
latest release "Stree 2" was
embroiled in a "credit war".

After "Stree 2" released
on August 15, there was a lot
of buzz online with fans of
both its lead stars Shraddha
Kapoor and Rajkummar Rao
fighting over who the film be-
longed to more.

The movie, a sequel to
2018's "Stree", is directed
by Amar Kaushik and writ-
ten by Niren Bhatt. Produced

by Dinesh Vijan of Maddock
Films, "Stree 2" has grossed
over Rs 600 crore in Indian
theatres.

Banerjee, an important
part of the film's ensemble
cast, said it is the director
who makes or breaks a film.

MARAI]ERIE BETWEEN ALL OF LS ABH

"There's enough cama-
raderie between all of us
(cast)... It's easy for us to as-
sociate credit with actors,

but we have to grow up as
an audience and industry.
That cinema is a director's
medium, that's it. There's no

debate. If something is work-
ing or not, it's because of the
director.

"That's how simple the
credit game is. We complicate
it because we love hero wor-
ship in this country. Director
is the captain. Staff members
and the crew will tell you, it's
Amar, Niren Bhatt and Dinesh
Vijan. You have to see them
first, then it trickles down to
us," the actor told PTL

Banerjee, also a casting di-
rector, said even Kaushik has
clarified that there is no "war"
among the cast members.

"The 'war' gets created.
When two people's PRs will
work and if people will call it
war, I don't understand that...

ISHEK BANERJEE ON "STREE 2" CREDIT ROW
I[ |

We all really love and respect
each other. What happened I
think is that suddenly after the
film's success, you want to as-
sociate it with some negativity.

"I have been saying there
is no need to do this. Nobody
else is feeling that. We are
having fun, enjoying our-
selves. Shraddha is doing
well, Raj celebrated his birth-
day, Apar is chilling with his
family, I'm chilling with my
friends, but the world is say-
ing there's some kind of war.
Everybody is living in peace,
where is the war?" he added.

The actor will next be
seen in Ribhu Dasgupta's
courtroom drama "Section
84"

ARIES: Aries, it’s time to put your money where your
mind is and make those wise financial decisions! If
you’ve been feeling a little tight with cash lately, don’t
stress—just get strategic. Take a good look at where
your money is going, cut back on the unnecessary
expenses, and focus on long-term gains. Now, let's
talk about your energy reserves. Are there certain
people in your life who are depleting your reserves?
Two words: healthy boundaries.

TAURUS: Taurus, balance is the name of the game
this week! The universe is asking you to find your
equilibrium in all aspects of life—whether it's work,
relationships, or self-care. If things have been feeling
a little off-kilter, now’s the time to reassess and bring
everything back into alignment. When it comes to
professional matters, you're being called to lead with
integrity. To stay true to your values even if things
around you get messy. You don’t need us to tell you
how to get on the good side of karma. Heads up—
there might be a situation brewing that requires a bit
of legal attention. If this is true in your case, don’t shy
away from seeking professional advice.

GEMINI: Workplace politics might be feeling like a
game of chess right now with everyone trying to make
their move. But here’s the deal: it's super important to
remember that there are many sides to every story,
not just yours. Before you jump to conclusions or
act impulsively, take a step back and consider the
bigger picture. Maybe there’s more going on beneath
the surface than you realise. That said, you’re being
reminded that a kind approach can go a long way in
diffusing tension and finding common ground.

CANCER: A golden opportunity is about to come
knocking at your door, and it has the potential to flip

your world in the best way possible. But here’s the
catch: you can't just sit back and leave everything to
fate. Learning to strike while the iron is hot will prove
to be a superpower. Oh, and one more thing! Not
everybody needs to be in on your plan. Maintaining a
certain degree of secrecy at this time will enable you
to get ahead.

LEO: We're telling you something you already know:
they’re the human equivalent of a red flag. The lack of
communication, the unpredictability, the insecurities
are all signs pointing in a singular direction. Word of
advice: take a long, hard look in the mirror and get
real with yourself about why you’re choosing to stay
here. You deserve the moon and stars, beautiful. Oh,
and one more thing! There’s no need to rationalise
your “gut feelings”. Set a boundary where you need to
and stay away from anybody who gives you a dodgy
vibe.

VIRGO: We're telling you something you already
know: the time to move on has come. We understand
that this is not how you imagined things would
transpire, and that's okay. It's important to recognise
what has served its purpose. Trust that your future
self will thank you for choosing peace over chaos.
Does that mean the week ahead is going to feel like
doom and gloom? Anything but, Virgo. The cards are
pointing towards collaborators and co-conspirators
who believe in your mission and want to weave magic
with you.

LIBRA: Are your rose-tinted glasses keeping from
seeing the truth about the given person or situation?
Something tells us, you know exactly what we're
talking about! Consider this soulscope as a reminder
to take a long, hard look in the mirror—to become

cognisant of the patterns that you are repeating on
loop. Remember, your compassion is truly a gift.
However, your tendency to give without boundaries
does you more harm than good. PS: If you don’t look
out for yourself, who will, Libra?

SCORPIO: You feel like you're in a funky-funk, and
that's okay, Scorpio! Start by acknowledging those
feelings. It's okay to feel angry or disappointed about
past events. These emotions are a natural part of
your journey, but holding onto them can keep you
stuck. Take some time to reflect on what's been
weighing you down as you step into the role of the
witness. Write it down, talk it out, or even have a good
cry—whatever helps you process those emotions.
That said, you're being reminded that forgiveness is
a powerful tool at your disposal. Forgive yourself for
any mistakes that you may have made and forgive
others who have hurt you as well. Remember, this
isn't about condoning what happened—it's about
freeing yourself from the burden of resentment.

SAGITTARIUS: We see you, Sagittarius! You've
been dealing with one plot twist after another,
and quite frankly you’re exhausted. Consider this
soulscope as a reminder that life is happening *for*,
and not to you. That what isn’t working out is a part
of the divine algorithm too. So, make peace with what
you’re being asked to let go of as you make space for
incoming blessings, grace and abundance. Trust that
you will bless the very thing that broke you, beautiful.
Oh, and one more thing! Remember to make time
for meditation, self-reflection and journaling as you
will have deep revelations on your path and purpose
through the course of eclipse season.

CAPRICORN: You’re doing it again, Capricorn!

You're giving the things that seem to be working
against the plan in your head more power than they
deserve. Here’s what you want to do even when things
look awry: believe in the best possible outcome and
hold the vibration of what you're inviting in your heart.
That said, you are being encouraged to prioritise self-
care at the moment. To give yourself the TLC you
desire and deserve. If this requires you to simplify
your to-do list or say *no* to a certain commitment, so
be it! Oh, and one more thing! Talking to a therapist is
highly recommended.

AQUARIUS: Agquarius, it's time to get back
into the game with courage, confidence and
single-mindedness—no distractions, no detours.
Remember, manifestation isn’t just about dreaming
big—it's about taking inspired action. So, trust what
your gut instincts are revealing to you in every
moment as you give yourself the permission to
take a calculated risk. When it comes to love and
romance, things may be looking and feeling slightly
messy around here. This brings us to the most
important question: what’s *really* keeping you from
opening your heart?

PISCES: The theme of self-inventory is showing up
in your cards. So, take a look in the rearview mirror
and assess your career and finances. What's been
working for you, and what’s been a total snooze fest?
This is your moment to turn all that lived experience
into wisdom *and* take inspired action. What’s more,
if you've been dreaming about launching a side
hustle, this is your cosmic cue to go for it! Pour your
creative energy into something that could grow into
a major income stream a few years down the line.
Overheard at the cosmic conference: it's time to
invest in yourself and the big dream.
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